PRESS RELEASE – FOR IMMEDIATE USE – 23rd OCTOBER 2006

WIDE-RANGING GAELIC MUSIC REPORT PUBLISHED AT MOD

A major report looking at the future of Gaelic music was published on the18th October at the Royal National Mod in Dunoon. The report, commissioned by Pròiseact nan Ealan (PNE) – the Gaelic Arts Agency, was written by Dr Anne Lorne Gillies and is based on the findings of the ‘Iùl Ciùil: Gaelic Music’ Conference held in the Glasgow City Halls earlier this year. 

The conference was described as “a key stage in the development of Gaelic music in Scotland” which brought together a wide range of people involved in Gaelic music in Scotland, as well as a number of other key stakeholders.

Dr Gillies describing the scope of the conference in her report said: “The aims of Iùl Ciùil were ambitious: ‘to share ideas, contacts, and to help develop future strategy for Gaelic Music in Scotland’; its objectives were loosely defined – perhaps deliberately so. For Gaelic music is not homogenous: professional Gaelic music-making takes place across a variety of styles, tastes, contexts and modes of delivery – traditional, rock, semi-classical, country, fusion, choral etc, even, in the shape of Seattle-based band Mill a h-uile rud (Ruin everything) punk.”

Welcoming the report Arthur Cormack, Director of Fèisean nan Gàidheal, said: “Research has shown that the Gaelic arts are a vital means of attracting people to the language and with the Fèisean, for example, we have found out that participation in the arts encourages people to learn Gaelic. We welcome the Iùl Ciùil report, and we look forward to working within the framework of the Gaelic Arts Strategic Development forum (GASD) on creating a strategy for the Gaelic arts, and to implementing a number of the recommendations in this report.”

Dr Gillies’ report details a number of challenges which were identified at the conference and which are seen as key to the future of Gaelic music in Scotland. Among these challenges are: new Gaelic talent should be nurtured, and new Gaelic music should be composed and promoted; Gaelic musicians should be allowed to develop the technical, creative and business skills and acumen needed to sustain professional careers; public service broadcasters and independent companies publicly funded to produce Gaelic programmes, should show real commitment to Gaelic music and support it fully in terms of production values, scheduling, airplay, promotion etc.

PNE Director Malcolm MacLean said: “Gaelic music has made a key contribution to the resurgence of traditional music in Scotland in recent years. This report points to a number of strategies that, if supported, will enable Gaelic music to continue to develop at community, national and international levels. 

“It comes at a highly significant time for the Gaelic arts and language with the first National Plan for Gaelic coming into effect in 2007. With this in mind, the Gaelic Arts Strategic Development Forum (GASD) and PNE have been working together on a number of other important fronts and consulting with the public, the Gaelic arts community and key agencies on how Gaelic arts and language development can be more closely integrated. The fruits of this debate will emerge over the coming months. A detailed survey of more than 1,200 homes in the Western Isles and Skye and Lochalsh will be published next month; work is currently ongoing on a National Gaelic Arts Strategy for incorporation into the National Gaelic Language Plan; and next spring will see the first major conference on the Gaelic arts in nearly ten years.”

The Iùl Ciùil report states that organisations such as Visit Scotland and Events Scotland should “recognise the importance of Gaelic tradition and reflect this in the branding and promotion of Scotland.” It also recommends that successful schemes such as the Traditional Musicians in Schools Scheme should be expanded and further supported to ensure that school children nationally can enjoy the benefits of music. Recommendations include the greater use of the Gaelic language in music tuition and an increased supply of music tutors at local level and more skilled music tutors with Gaelic.

The Iùl Ciùil report was launched in the Masonic Hall, Dunoon last Wednesday at the Royal National Mod where a panel chaired by PNE Director Calum MacLean fielded questions from the press on the strategy and other issues relating to the Gaelic arts. The panel consisted of:  Bòrd na Gàidhlig’s Development Manager Donald Morrison, Glasgow Caledonian University’s Dr Douglas Chalmers, author and singer Dr Anne Lorne Gillies, and PNE and Bòrd na Gàidhlig Board member John Angus MacKay.

NOTES TO EDITORS

· The GASD Forum is a network that acts collectively on behalf of 6 key Gaelic arts organisations: Pròiseact nan Ealan, An Comunn Gàidhealach, Fèisean nan Gàidheal, Comhairle nan Leabhraichean, Tosg, and Seirbheis nam Meadhanan Gàidhlig. The GASD Programme is managed by Pròiseact nan Ealan.

· Proiseact nan Ealan (PNE) is the national development agency for the Scottish Gaelic arts.  PNE is based in Stornoway, Isle of Lewis, but works nationally and internationally.  It is a registered charity and employs a staff of twelve and its key stakeholders are the Scottish Arts Council, Highlands and Islands Enterprise and Bòrd na Gàidhlig. PNE is not a funding agency but researches, develops and pilots new initiatives in the Gaelic arts. When pilot projects prove sustainable they are set-up as independent companies.  Past PNE initiatives include Fèisean nan Gaidheal, the Ceolas summer school and the Tosg theatre company.  PNE productions such as An Leabhar Mòr: The Great Book of Gaelic, have won an extensive range of awards.

· The Royal National Mod is Scotland's premier festival of the Gaelic language, arts and culture and is held annually in October at a different location in Scotland. The Mod is a competition-based festival which celebrates the Gaelic language and culture through music, dance, drama, arts and literature.

· The Rannsachadh Mòr research on the Gaelic arts in the Western Isles and Skye and Lochalsh has been carried out independently by Professor Alan Sproull at Caledonian Business School. The work was commissioned by Pròiseact nan Ealan, on behalf of the Gaelic Arts Strategic Development (GASD) Forum. The survey aims to find out what people think about the Gaelic arts and their impact on the community, the economy and the language and was distributed to 25% of households in the targeted areas.
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