PRESS RELEASE – FOR IMMEDIATE USE – 23rd October 2006

LAUNCH OF LEABHAR MÒR SONG CD

A new CD of classic Irish and Scottish Gaelic songs was launched at the Royal National Mod in Dunoon on Thursday 19th October last week. The songs all come from the hugely successful Leabhar Mòr, or Great Book of Gaelic, and are sung by some of the greatest tradition bearers and singers in Gaelic Scotland and Ireland.

‘An Leabhar Mòr – Na h-Òrain/The Songs’ was launched in the Park Hotel in Dunoon on Thursday night of the Mod where Kenna Campbell and Art Cormack, who both feature on the CD, sang some of the 19 songs on the CD. Each of the songs is sung by a different Gaelic singer  and the Scottish singers include Flora MacNeill, Ishbel MacAskill, Christine Primrose, Anne Lorne Gillies, Margaret Stewart, Rachel Walker, Mary Smith, Finlay MacNeill and Donnie Murdo Macleod.  Ireland is represented by Nicolas Toibin, Peadar Ó Ceannabháin, Albert Fry, Gearoidin Breathnach, Roisin Elsafty, Eilis Kennedy, Aine Meirbhic and Padraighín Ní Ullacháin.

The CD is published by Colmcille and Pròiseact nan Ealan (PNE): the Gaelic arts agencies behind the Leabhar Mòr project. PNE Director Calum MacLean said: “Some of the best and most respected exponents of Gaelic song in Ireland and Scotland have contributed to the CD and the songs they sing are all classics from the traditions of both countries. This latest evolution of the Leabhar Mòr project vividly brings to life, in another medium, the deep cultural and linguistic links between Gaelic Scotland and Ireland. 

“The poems, artworks and calligraphy of the original Leabhar Mòr exhibition and book continue to inspire interest in the Gaelic arts from all over the world. The exhibition has now been touring for four years and has several more years of touring confirmed. It has been seen by more than a million people in Scotland, Ireland, France, the USA and Australia and exhibited in thirty locations in Ireland alone.  It has generated more than 100 associated events and more than 100 schools visits with numerous schools going on to produce their own Leabhar Beag, or Wee Book of Gaelic, with student artwork and poetry. This new song CD can only add to this success.”

The Leabhar Mòr was launched by First Minister, Jack McConnell, in 2002 and brought together the work of more than 200 poets and visual artists from Ireland and Scotland. The 100 Gaelic poems date from the 6th to the 21st centuries and were all nominated by poets as their personal favourites. Thirty of the poems are also songs and it is these that feature on the CD. Fifty visual artists in both countries were commissioned to create new artworks inspired by their chosen poem and a small team of calligraphers and typographers worked with the artists and poets to integrate the selected lines of poetry and the artists’ images. It is anticipated that a new edition of the Leabhar Mor book publication will be reprinted by Canongate within the next few months. For more information on the CD see www.gaelic-arts.com or www.leabharmor.net

ENDS
NOTES TO EDITORS:

· Proiseact nan Ealan (PNE) is the national development agency for the Scottish Gaelic arts.  PNE was established in 1987 and is based in Stornoway, Isle of Lewis, but works nationally and internationally.  It is a registered charity, employs a staff of twelve and its key stakeholders are the Scottish Arts Council, Highlands and Islands Enterprise and Bòrd na Gàidhlig. PNE is not a funding agency but researches, develops and pilots new initiatives in the Gaelic arts. When pilot projects prove sustainable they are set-up as independent companies.  Past PNE initiatives include Fèisean nan Gaidheal, the Ceolas summer school and the Tosg theatre company.  PNE productions such as An Leabhar Mòr: The Great Book of Gaelic, have won an extensive range of awards.

Colmcille was established in 1998 as a UK/Republic of Ireland inter-governmental initiative to renew the linguistic and cultural connections between Gaelic Scotland and Ireland in the wake of the Northern Ireland peace process. It has an officer based in Scotland, Northern Ireland and the Republic and supports a wide range of community, educational, tourism and arts projects including the Leabhar Mor .

· The songs on the CD ‘An Leabhar Mòr – Na h-Òrain’ are:

1.  Tá Mé 'mo Shuí (Up All Night) – Eilís Kennedy (4.45)

2. Trì Fichead Bliadhna ’s a Trì (Sixty three Years) – Mary Smith (3.56)

3. Clann Ghriogair air Fogradh (In Pursuit of Clan Gregor) – Margaret Stewart (5.43) 

4. An Bonnán Buí (The Yellow Bittern) – Pádraigín Ní Uallacháin (4.15)

5. Seó leo, a Thoil (Lullaby to his Illegitimate Son) – Aine Meirbhic (3.17)

6. Alasdair a Gleanna Garadh – (Alastair of Glengarry) – Rachel Walker (3.17)

7. An Droighneán Donn – (The Blackthorn Bush) – Gearóidín Bhreathnach (4.35)

8. Ard Tí Chuain – (If Only I Were in Articoan) – Albert Fry (4.16)

9. Thig trì nithean gun iarraidh – (Three Things Come Without Asking) – Flora MacNeil (3.54)

10. Ri Fuaim an Taibh (The Ocean-Croon) – Donnie Murdo MacLeod (3.45)

11. Máire Ní Eidhinn (The Lass from Bally-na-Lee) – Peadar Ó Ceannabháin (5.43)

12. An Ataireachd Ard (The Sea’s Lofty Roar) – Ishbel MacAskill (4.00)

13. A Choille Ghruamach (The Gloomy Woodland) – Arthur Cormack (3.23)

14. Dónall Óg (Young Donal) - Róisín Elsafty (5.27)

15. Oran Mór MhicLeòid (A Song to Macleod of Dunvegan) – Anne Lorne Gillies (4.19)

16. Nuair Bha Mi Og (When I Was Young) – Kenna Campbell (5.06)

17. Cath Chéim an Fhia (The Battle of Keimaneigh) – Nicolas Toibin (3.53)

18. Nuair dh'iathas ceo an fheasgair dluth (When the evening mist surrounds us) – Christine Primrose (3.00)

19. Buth Dhomhnaill MhicLeoid (Donald MacLeod’s Pub) – Finlay MacNeil (2.12)
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Malcolm Maclean, PNE Director.

07775 866 983

Maolchaluim Scott , Colmcille .

07870 578 648

